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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. XIX.

The Empire
and the
Balance of
power.

passions of their princes e. The military history of those
times will always be read with interest; but free and pro-
gressive countries have a history of peace not less rich
and varied than that of war; and when we ask for an
account of the political life of Germany in the eighteenth
century, we hear nothing but the scandals of buzzing
courts, and the wrangling of diplomatists at never-ending
congresses.
Useless and helpless as the Empire had become, it was
not without its importance to the neighbouring countries,
with whose fortunes it had been linked by the Peace of
Westphalia. It was the pivot on which the political
system of Europe was to revolve: the scales, so to speak,
which marked the equipoise of power that had become
the grand object of the policy of all states. This modern
caricature of the plan by which the theorists of the four-
teenth century had proposed to keep the world at peace,
used means less noble and attained its end no better than
theirs had done. No one will deny that it was and is
desirable to prevent a universal monarchy in Europe.
But it may be asked whether a system can be considered
successful which allowed Frederick of Prussia to seize
Silesia, which did not check the aggressions of Russia
and France upon their neighbours, which was for ever
bartering and exchanging lands in every part of Europe
without thought of the inhabitants, which permitted and
has never been able to redress that greatest of public mis-
fortunes, the partitionment of Poland. And if it be said
that bad as things have been under this system, they
e There was indeed one ruler of    and people, he did nothing by them,
consummate powers; but his policy    and gave no opportunity for the de-
was self-regarding throughout, and    velopement of political life among
though he did much for his state    them..